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On March 7 in Managua (Nicaragua), the Inter-American Press Association was planning to
approve a resolution censuring countries that have implemented repression against press freedoms.
According to the IAPA, Cuba and Haiti have virtually abolished freedom of the press. IAPA
members are editors and journalists from Latin America, the US and Canada. The IAPA said
that Cuban journalists Elizardo Sanchez Santa Cruz and Hiram Cobas Nunez are being held in
prison while seriously ill. Sanchez is being held "under conditions that are so barbarous that it is
doubtful he will survive," said the IAPA. Next, according to the IAPA, Cuban journalist Hubert Jerez
Marino was sented to jail, along with 24 human rights activists, in November 1989 for divulging
"false information" to foreign reporters. In Haiti, said the resolution, "any signs of a free press
have disappeared, along with other rights under the yoke of the once promising regime of General
Prosper Avril." The IAPA also expressed great concern about El Salvador where three journalists
were killed covering the presidential elections and another 12 were killed covering the rebel
offensive against the military in November 1989. In Colombia, 19 journalists were killed last year,
most of them contract killings by drug traffickers. In Peru, journalists have been kidnapped and
killed both by the leftist guerrilla and rightist paramilitary groups. Next, the Association issued
warnings that in Venezuela, Guatemala and Chile efforts were underway to draft legislation that
would drastically restrict press freedoms. (Basic data from UPI, AP, 03/07/90)
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